Engl 101/200: “City=Culture!”

Prof. Nixon

PAPER #1:

Observation Paper: “Close Reading” of a City Space
Due Dates:  
Space selection/description workshop: Wednesday, October 1 


Paper due:  Monday, October 6   




Papers must be handed in at the beginning of class on this date! Papers 


will NOT be accepted late!

Length:  
2-3 pages—must go onto the top of the 3rd page

Format:
Double-spaced, normal margins, page numbers, 12 point Times font.



Create a short header with your name.  Cite page numbers parenthetically.

Texts:

Your paper will focus on ONE selected urban space in downtown Boston.  

Topic:  
This paper will focus on analyzing ONE selected city space.  Explore one space and use observation (“close reading”) to explain how that space is: 1) organized as an architectural space and 2) being used by people who enter that space.  Your paper will be an observation paper, focused on presenting information.  It will not offer a complex interpretive argument, but your paper will argue that your selected space allows us to explore how a real urban space operates—and that your careful observation reveals some interesting, expected/unexpected, or thought-provoking uses of the space.  


This paper will focus on describing the space—our next paper will focus on questioning and interpreting the space.  You need to take the time to observe this space carefully.  Using the Gehl’s chapters, you should ask key questions:



--how many? who? where? what (activities)? how long?


You should employ three different observational techniques out of the many he describes:



-- counting, mapping, tracing, tracking, looking for traces, 
photographing, keeping a diary, test walks 


--you can also come up with your own observational techniques, such 
as listening to noise, noticing smells, etc
Writing tasks:    (Open your paper with a thesis that simply states:  “I observed space XXX, which allows an exploration of how people use a real urban space in Boston.”  You will then collect your ideas into this thesis and state something like, “This space reveals that people are most interested in XXX” (or “this space encourages the activity of XXX,” or “this space shows that people divide their time doing X and Y,” or “this space shows how trees influence XX).

(Organize your paper’s body into two sub-sections


--sub-section #1: describe the architectural lay-out of the space



--sub-section #2:  describe how people use the space: as you explain 
this, describe the observational techniques you used.

(Provide a close reading of the space by explaining minute details of the space: give lots of details, explaining exactly what you saw!
